Write a letter to the editor for clean utility power
Tucson Electric Power has committed to generating 30% of the power they deliver using renewable resources by 2030. A
key component of this goal is solar power. Solar power, both on residential rooftops and at utility generating stations is
becoming more efficient and cost effective every year. Yet, TEP wants to install ten new gas-fired generators at their
Irvington Campus that will increase the amount of some critical pollutants by burning fracked natural gas produced out
of state. At a time that TEP is supposed to be making a long-term commitment to renewable energy, they are making a
long-term investment in fossil fuels.
Write a letter to the editor using a combination of these points:








Climate change is real and its effects are already being seen in Arizona.
(https://www.wrh.noaa.gov/twc/climate/monthly/2017.php)
More than one-third of carbon dioxide emissions in the US are from power plants.
(https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=77&t=11)
o The proposed generators still produce greenhouse gases and higher levels of some toxic pollutants than
the existing generators.
Power utilities account for more than half of all water use in the United States.
(https://water.usgs.gov/edu/wateruse-total.html)
o The new generators will still use 230 MILLION gallons of water per year.
Pollution from the Irvington Campus has had negative health effects for generations on the south side.
(https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/H._Wilson_Sundt_Generating_Station).
How has this plant affected you? Your neighborhood? Your city? Tell your story!

More Letters to the Editor talking points are available at http://renewnow.us and https://goo.gl/S74MCT.
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